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LEGAL REPRESENTATION – ENGAGEMENT LETTER AGREEMENT (<< Matter.Client.Name >>)
I appreciate the opportunity to help you with the legal matters stated herein.  However, before I can move forward, you must sign and return this Engagement Letter (Agreement).  It sets forth the services I agree to perform and the fees you agree to pay.
1. PARTIES – For comprehension, “you” refers to the property owner or any person or entity authorized to enter this Agreement by the property owner.  I, “me,” and “my” refer to Michael Saegert, Atty at Law, who will serve as your authorized legal representative by this Agreement.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk176966871]PURPOSE – The Agreement’s purpose is to retain me to provide legal services.  You understand neither the purpose nor any benefit can be obtained by you if inaccurate advice is made based on insufficient or incorrect information provided by you or relied upon by me. This includes undisclosed information.
Legal Representation involving pending or existing litigation associated with -  
Appraisal Account - << Matter.CustomField.Account >>
3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST—You know of no conflict preventing me from providing legal advice to you. You also understand that I am relying on the facts you have provided.
4. EFFECTIVE DATE – This Agreement is effective as of the execution date unless a different date is stated.
5. PRIVILEGE / CONFIDENTIALITY – Any work product or information exchanged will be considered privileged unless waived.
6. GOVERNING LAW – This Agreement is construed under Texas law. Venue is in Harris County to resolve any issue regarding fees charged or professional services rendered.
7. SCOPE OF WORK – Work authorized to be performed by me generally consists of providing legal services and taking reasonable actions required as follows:
A. Representation in pre-trial matters involving litigation.
B. Drafting and filing pleadings (such as motions, responses, and answers) associated with pre-trial litigation. 
C. Coordinate discovery responses and requests associated with the lawsuit.
D. Representation in pre-trial settlement negotiations.
E. Provide legal consultation until and up to the day of the trial setting.
8. TAX YEARS – Unless otherwise agreed to in writing, a tax year subject to this Agreement includes any year in which one’s tax liability is reduced based on work performed under this Agreement.
9. CLIENT DUTIES – You agree to be truthful, cooperate, keep me informed of any information or developments relating to the Property, abide by this Agreement, and keep me advised of your current contact information.  You also agree to assist and provide any information requested by me.
10. CANCELLATION DATE – This Agreement will remain in effect unless canceled by written notification.
A. Cancellation by You:  Written notification to cancel this agreement must be received by mail or email.  Unless exigent circumstances exist, the Agreement shall be canceled effective five business days after notification.
B. Cancellation by Me:  If you fail to comply with this Agreement or any subsequent commitment, or for any reason I believe I am ethically obligated to withdraw because the attorney-client relationship has become compromised, I can cancel this Agreement, effective upon notification to you by email or mail.
11. FEE AGREEMENT – You agree to pay me the following fee: Contingency Fee - << Matter.Billing.ContingencyRate >> | Flat Fee << Matter.Billing.FlatRate >>
0. Contingency Fee:  This fee shall equal a << Matter.Billing.ContingencyRate >>  contingency fee of the estimated tax savings secured under the Agreement. 
0. Flat Fee:  If applicable, a flat fee in the amount of << Matter.Billing.FlatRate >> will be included in the total fees under this agreement.  The flat fee is in addition to any contingency fee payable.  You agree to pay the total flat fee within 14 days after the execution date. Timely payment of the flat fee is a condition precedent for the Agreement to remain effective.
0. Fee Calculation:  Tax savings shall be calculated for each property by deducting the year’s final appraised value from the year’s appraisal value as initially noticed by the CAD.  This difference will then be multiplied by the applicable tax rate.  The tax rate from the prior year will be used in this calculation if all taxing jurisdictions have not set the current year’s tax rate. Tax savings and fee calculations for prior, current, and future years are calculated based on the appraised value without regard to any applicable property tax exemptions, third-party agreements, ownership changes, or professional fees sought by a third party for the same or similar services provided.
0. Termination: If this agreement is terminated before the completion of legal services, only the fair and reasonable value of the services rendered to date shall be owed.
12. [bookmark: _Hlk176972065]PAYMENT / LATE PAYMENT INTEREST – Payments may be made by cash, electronic funds delivery, money order, authorized payment cards, or check. Payment is due 15 days after the invoice date.  If payment is not received within 30 days (45 days after the invoice date), interest may be charged, including interest assessed as of the invoice date. Interest will be based on the periodic rate of 1.5 percent per month multiplied by the outstanding balance.
13. NO GUARANTEE – NO GUARANTEES HAVE BEEN MADE TO YOU AS TO A RESULT OR OUTCOME UNDER THIS AGREEMENT.
14. LIQUIDATED DAMAGES – Due to the subjective nature of the appraisal process, you understand it is inherently difficult to ascertain actual damages that might occur if either party fails to meet the obligations under this Agreement.  Liquidated damages represent a fair, reasonable, and appropriate estimate thereof.  In place of actual damages, recovery of liquidated damages is the sole recourse for failure to comply with this Agreement.  My total liability shall be limited to actual damages not to exceed $1,000 or actual expenses you incur, whichever is less.  Your total liability shall be limited to the amount I have invoiced, plus debt collection expenses that do not exceed $1,000.
15. MODIFICATION — Any changes to this Agreement will be effective only if mutually agreed to in writing, including e-mail, or if I acknowledge that the agreement has been modified.
16. PLAIN MEANING— Unless a Texas statute defines a word or term used in this Agreement explicitly, the language must be given the broadest and most reasonable interpretation per its plain meaning.
17. FORCE MAJEURE - Any delay or failure in the performance of this Agreement shall be excused if caused by the occurrence of a Force Majeure. Force Majeure means a cause or event that is not reasonably foreseeable or otherwise caused by or under the control of either you or me, including acts of God, fires, floods, explosions, riots, hurricanes, vandalism, accidents, restraint of government, governmental acts, and other like events that are beyond reasonable anticipation or control.
18. CONFLICT OF INTEREST—You know of no conflict preventing me from providing legal advice to you, and it is understood that I am relying on the facts you provide to determine if a conflict of interest exists.
19. CLIENT APPROVAL / EXECUTION:  By signing this Agreement, you represent you have had an opportunity to review this Agreement in its entirety and willingly entered it based upon your reason and judgment.  This Agreement is executed once I receive a counter-signed copy and acknowledge receipt.  If this does not occur within ten business days from the date of this Agreement, I will assume you have obtained other counsel, mark my file as closed, and do nothing. THIS IS YOUR AGREEMENT. IT PROTECTS BOTH YOU AND ME.  IT IS DESIGNED TO PREVENT MISUNDERSTANDING.  IF YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND IT OR IF IT DOES NOT CONTAIN ALL THE AGREEMENTS WE DISCUSSED, PLEASE DISCUSS IT WITH ME.

APPROVED and ACCEPTED as of the date signed and received by Michael Saegert, Atty at Law.
	
[image: MS Signatures (small)]Signature 	Yours truly,
	
Print name:	<< Matter.Client.Name >>	Michael Saegert
E-Mail:	<< Matter.Client.Email >>
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